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England was not quite in the helpless, disabled
position that it pleased the Spaniards to believe.
Twelve months of careful and energetic administration
had already done wonders. There had been wise.
economy and wise expenditure. Money had been
scraped together, and, though there was still a heavy
debt, the legacy of three wasteful reigns, the con fid once
of the Antwerp money-lenders had revived, and they
were willing to advance considerable sums. A ikxjt
had been equipped and manned; shiploads of arms
had been imported; forces had been collected on
the south coasts. The Border garrisons had been
quietly raised in strength till they were able to furnish
an expeditionary force at a moment's notice.

The smallest energy on the part of the Congregation
might have finished the war without the presence of
an English force. Elizabeth had a right to be angry.
The Scotch Protestants expected to have the hardest
part of the work done for them, and to be paid for
executing their own share of it. Lord James and a
few of the leaders were in earnest, but others were
selfish time-servers. As for the lower class, their
Calvinism was still new. It had not yet bred that-
fierce spirit of independence which before long was to
outweigh the force of nobles and gentry. But if the
weakness of the Anglophile party was disappointing, it
had at all events shown that Elizabeth must depend
upon herself to ward off danger on that side; and
after some reasonable hesitation she decided to put
through the work she had begun.

It says much for the patriotism of Elizabeth's Coun-
cil that when they found she had made up her mind